Staining CE Primary School
Holidays in term Time
Taking holidays in term time will affect your child’s schooling as much as any other
absence and we expect parents to help us by not to take children away in school
time.
Remember that any savings you think you may make by taking a holiday in school
time are offset by the cost to your child’s education.
There is no automatic entitlement in law to time off in school time to go on holiday.
All applications for leave must be made in advance using the 'Application for leave
of absence form from the school office. Headteachers are no longer able to authorise
holidays except under exceptional circumstances. In making a decision the school
will consider the circumstances of each application individually, including any
previous pattern of leave in term time.
Full details of our policy and procedures are available from the school, but it is
important that you understand the circumstances when leave in term time will not be
agreed by us:
 When a pupil is just starting the school. This is very important as your child
needs to settle into their new environment as quickly as possible.
 Immediately before and during assessment periods
 When a pupil’s attendance record already includes any level of unauthorised
absence.
 Where a pupil’s attendance rate is already below (90%) or will fall to or
below that level as a result of taking holiday leave.
Any period of leave taken without the agreement of the school, or in excess of that
agreed, will be classed as unauthorised and may attract sanctions such as a Penalty
Notice. The thresholds for issue of a penalty Notice are: 10 sessions of unauthorised
absence per term or 20 sessions over two consecutive terms. These absences do not
have to be in a single block but can be a number of individual sessions.

Extended Leave in term Time
Only in 'exceptional' circumstances will extended leave be authorised by the school.
Parents risk losing their child's place on the school roll if the pupil does not return to
school on the agreed return date, and readmission cannot be guaranteed.
Lancashire County Council guidelines state:
"It should be recognised that visits to extended family members living overseas can
be very rewarding experiences for pupils, both educationally and culturally, whilst
for Muslim families, Hajj is regarded as a religious obligation. These experiences
can also have direct relevance to various areas of the curriculum as well as
enhancing both personal and cultural identity and self-esteem, e.g. they can offer an
opportunity for pupils to develop their skills in their home language. Schools should
endeavour to build on these experiences in a positive way."
(Lancashire County Council – 'Guidance for Schools on Registration and
Attendance' January 2005: p19)

Parents will be asked to attend a meeting to discuss educational opportunities for
their child whilst on extended leave.

Religious Absence
The school will authorise one day 'leave' per religious festival, e.g. Eid, but no more
than 3 days in any one academic year. Parents must request this leave in advance.

