What is the SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) Information Report?

As of September 2014, dll schools must produce and publish an annual SEND Information Report.
The aim of our report is to give information about what our school of fers all pupils, and in particular
those who have special educations needs or disability.

The types of SEND we provide for:

At Staining CE Primary School, we make provision for children with SEND (Special Educational
Needs) within each of the four categories identified in the SEND Code of Practice (2015):

Communication and Interaction:

Children and young people with speech, language, and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in
communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to,
understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of
communication. The profile for every chid with SLCN is different and their needs may change over
time. They may have difficulty with one, some or dll the distinct aspects of speech, language. or
social communication at various times of their lives.

This category can dlso include children and young people with ASD, they are likely to have difficulties
with social interaction. They may dlso experience difficulties with language, communication, and
imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others.

Cognition and Learning:

Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a slower
pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide
range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD) or Specific learning dif ficulties
(SpLD), which can affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of
conditions such as dyslexia, dyscaleulia, and dyspraxia.

Social, Mental and Emotional Health

Chidren and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional dif ficulties which
manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as
displaying challenging behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental hedlth dif ficulties.
Other children and young people may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention
deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.

Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have a disability

which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educationdl facilities provided. These
difficulties can be age-related and may fluctuate over time. Many chidren and young people



with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSD) will require
specidlist support and/or equipment to access their learning.

As stated in the Code of Practice:

"These four broad areas give an overview of the range of needs that should be planned for. The
purpose of identification is to work out what action the school needs to take, not to fit a puplil into a
category. In practice, individual chidren or young people often have needs that cut across all these
areas and their needs may change over time. For instance, speech, language, and communication
needs can dlso be a feature of severdl other areas of SEN, and children and young people with an
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) may have needs across all areas, including sensory
requirements.”

Therefore, the support provided at Staining CE Primary School for an individual, should adlways be
based on a full understanding of their strengths and needs and seek to address them dll using well-
evidenced interventions, targeted at their areas of difficulty.

How does the school know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think my
child has special educational needs?

Chidren are closely monitored from the day they arrive at school at Staining CE Primary School. We
identify chidren with SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) at the earliest opportunity,
through a variety of ways, usudlly a combination, which may include some of the following:

¢ Ligison with previous school or Early Years setting

* Tracking progress over time

* Regular tests and assessments

*  Progress consultation meetings between class teachers and senior
leaders

¢+ Concerns raised during regular dialogue between class teachers and

SENDCo

* Further standardised assessments carried out by a Specidlist Teacher

What arrangements does the school make for consulting with children with special
educational needs and disabilities about - and involving them in - their education?

When supporting children with SEND, we aim to talk to our chidren and fully involve them in the
process. We discuss their individual targets and progress with them and make sure we celebrate
their achievements with them, however big or small.

For children with an EHC Plan, we dlways share their views within the Annual Review process. These
views are be discussed with them before the meeting and they come into the meetings to share
their views and successes, if this is appropriate.

We use a range of practical and visudl strategies to support chidren who find it dif ficult to express



their views with words. Wherever possible, we try to take into account the views, wishes and
aspirations of our pupils when discussing outcomes for the child and approaches to achieve them.

What arrangements does the school make for consulting with the parents & carers of
children with special educational needs and disabilities and involving them in their child's
education?

We are committed to making and sustaining close relationships between our school and
parents/carers. Your child's class teacher will let you know how your child is doing and will be happy
to communicate this information to you. In addition to this, we will keep you informed of any notable
change in the provision for your child. If the support of outside agencies is sought for your child, you
will be asked for permission and you will be invited to meet with these professiondls if they visit school
to review or observe/assess your child.

In addition to open communication between home and school, we have a regular system of parents’
evenings as well as interim and end of year reports that help dll parents keep up to date with their
chidren’s progress. If your chid dlso has an ILP or Individual Learning Plan, your chid's class
teacher will review these once a term and parents are invited o attend a review meeting to discuss
the progress of your child.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

All children have an entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. The school makes every effort
to fully include dll children with SEND in the mainstream curriculum. I+ may be necessary to adapt
the teaching style or curriculum content to suit your child's needs. Class teachers are responsible
for planning enriching and appropriate activities for dll chidren, including those with SEND. Any
strategies that will help your child access the curriculum will be planned for in their ILP.

How accessible is the school environment?

Staining CE Primary School is a single-storey building located next to St Luke's Church.
Improvements over recent years have included a new library, a disabled tollet, a new main entrance
and a wider KS2 corridor which includes new toailets and cloakroom. Most entrances to the school
are wheelchair accessible, although two entrances to KS1 classrooms and one entrance to KS2
have a small step. KS2 classrooms are quite crowded which would make movement around them in a
wheelchair quite dif ficult.

How are the school resources allocated and matched to children's special educational
needs and disabilities? How are decisions made about the type and quantity of support my
child receives?

The Code of Practice (2015) states that teachers are responsible and accountable for the
progress and development of all pupils in their class, including where pupils access support from
teaching assistants or specidlist staff.



The SEND Code of Practice recognises that ‘Special educational provision is underpinned by high
qudlity teaching and is compromised by anything less'.

At Staining CE Primary School, our priority is to ensure that all children, including children with
SEND, have access to good or outstanding lessons which are appropriately adapted and persondlised
to meet the needs of individual children. We dlso recognise that some children will require
educational provision that is "additional to" or ‘different from’ this. To achieve this, we engage in a
cyclical four-stage process: ‘Assess, Plan, Do and Review, this is our ‘Graduated Response to

SEND.

Assess:

The class teachers and if necessary, the SENDCo or professiondls from external agencies, assess
the needs of the individudls.

Plan:
We identify the barriers to learning, intended outcomes and plan appropriate support and
intervention to meet those outcomes.

Do:

We provide appropriate support either within the classroom or as part of a targeted intervention
programme. This could involve the provision of a resource, a change in an approach to learning,
access to technology or working with an adult. For example:

Specific Intervention group work:

Chidren may be supported by group interventions which may be run in the classroom or an
diternative learning space and/or run by a teacher or a teaching assistant. These interventions
may follow a programme or may be tailor-made to suit the child or group of children. These
sessions will be designed to help a child master a particular skil or give them the confidence to
participate fully in class by helping them to access areas of the curriculum.

External Interventions - Specialist support:

You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist
professiondl, e.g., a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the
school and you to understand your child's particular needs better and so be able to support them
more effectively in school. The specidlist professional will work with your child to understand their
needs and make recommendations as to the ways your child is given support.

Children with Education Health and Care plans:



This type of support is avdilable for chidren whose learning needs are severe, complex, and

lifelong.

This support is usudlly provided via an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means your chid
will have been identified by professiondls as needing a particularly high level of support.

For your chid this would mean that:

¢+ School may request that Local Authority Services carry out a statutory assessment of
your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the type of support that will be
provided for your chid.

»  When the request has been made to the Panel of Professiondls (with a lot of
information about your chid, including some from you), they will decide whether they think
your child’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to
warrant a statutory assessment. If this is the case, they will ask you, and dll professiondls
involved with your child, to draft a report outlining your child's needs. If they do not think
your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the current support.

o After the reports have dll been sent in, the Panel of Professiondls will decide if your
chid’s needs are severe, complex, and lifelong. If this is the case, they will write an
Education Health Care Plan (EHCP).

o [f this is not the case, they will ask the school to continue with the current level of
support and set up a meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes
as much progress as possible.

o An EHC Plan will outline outcomes for your child and the provision that will be needed to
help meet this outcome. Provision will meet the needs of your child to enable them to meet
the outcomes on the EHCP. These may special resources/strategies to support your child
with whole class learning. or the use of additional adults to implement individual intervention
programmes or small intervention groups including your child.

Review:
We evdluate the impact of the support provided for the chidren and consider whether changes
need to be made.

What training have the staff supporting children with SEND had or may they have?
What specidlist services or expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

The Headteacher and the SENDCo are responsible for ensuring that dll staff have the training and
support they need to effectively work with children with SEND and all staff attend SEND training
when this is deemed necessary. All class teachers are highly-trained professionals who are
experienced in supporting chidren with a range of learning needs. The school provides training and
support to enable dll staff to improve the teaching and learning of children, including those with
SEND. Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that
are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class, e.g. School Nurses, Speech and
Language team efc.



The school is dlso able to draw on the expertise of severdl other professiondls, sometimes from
within the LEA, or if this support is not available within the timescale we would require, support from
private specidlists is sought. This includes Educational Psychologists and Specidlist Teachers. Their
tasks are set by the SENDCo and are relevant to the needs of the children and staff. The role of a
specidlist teacher includes assessing children; working 1:1 with children; providing support and advice
to staff regarding the strategies for individual children; and providing training to staff.

Audits of staff skills, knowledge and understanding are taken to find out where training needs lie.
Training could be provided interndlly by the SENDCo or specidlist teacher. Staff dlso attend externdl
training when available in areas of needs. The SENDCo attends SEND cluster meetings at which
updates on latest policy and practice are addressed as well as other relevant training. The SENDCo
then passes on relevant information and training to other staff in school.

We are very well resourced with support staff. Each class has a teaching assistant to give support
and intervention to groups of children/individuals where needed. In addition to in class support, other
staff run a wide range of interventions including:

¢+ Social and Emotional support (SEAL)

*  Homuncli Book Programme (social and emotional intervention)
*  Maths/English intervention

* Precision Teaching

¢ Social Skills groups

¢ Fine motor skils activities

¢ Kdligo Handwriting intervention

*  Speech and Language Intervention groups
¢ Colourful Semantics

¢ Social Stories

* SALT targeted interventions

How will the school prepare and support my child/young person to join the school, transfer
to a new school or the next stage of education and life?

Staining CE Primary School is a mainstream primary school which takes children from EYFS to Year
6. Prior to children starting school, there is a transition programme which enables children to
become familiar with the school, routines, and adults, as well as helping to inform us about any
additional needs of the chidren who will be beginning in the September.

For children coming to Staining CE Primary School:

SENDCo meeting - a member of the SEND team meets with the SENDCo of the feeder nurseries to
pass on information/records about children who will need additional support. This may include
attending TAF meetings for the chid.

Any children who it is felt may find aspects of the transition difficult will have a more detailed
transition plan with additiondl visits.



During the summer term, a member of the SEND team will attend meetings of children who are to
move into school in September.

For children moving to high school:

When the time is approaching for the online application to high school, it is important that the child
visits the school. Once children know their allocated high school, if they have a special educational
need, a transition review meeting is held. Staff from the new high school are invited to attend this
meeting so that a transition programme can be agreed. This usudlly involves severdl extra visits in
addition to the whole school visit which is attended by dll Year 6 pupils in July. A member of staff
from our school will accompany the child on these additiondl visits, gradudlly withdrawing their
presence so that the child spends more time with staff from the high school. In addition, we prepare
chidren for their journey to school by looking at their route, doing some road safety activities and if
necessary, taking the child down their route to school so that they become familiar with their
Jjourney. This is all done in consultation with parents. We ask the new high school for details of other
systems that they have in place, e.g.. diaries/homework journdls and introduce children to these
and explain how to use them.

[f felt to be appropriate, scrap books with photos and information about the school might dlso be
made so that the child has something to refer to over the school holidays. This would have
information about key staff, classrooms, or timetables.

During the transition meeting we will also discuss the chid's existing friendship groups and suggest
who the child might be placed with in form to help with the initial settling in period.

If your child has an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP), a Transition review will take place in
the Autumn Term of Year 6 to ensure that the local authority have time to amend the Plan ready
for High School. The SENDCo of the preferred school will be invited dlong to the meeting.

When moving to a different key stage within school, transition mornings will be arranged for children
to meet their new teachers and support staff and see their new classroom environment. Extra
visits, if required, to the new areas and new classrooms will be arranged. Some children may find it
useful to have photographs of key members of staff and of the new classroom. These can be
provided within a 'social story” for any child who will have difficulty with transition at any stage and
this will help prepare them.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school visits?

All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim that dll activities, including
extra-curricular clubs, school visits and enrichment activities are avaiable to dll children. Relevant
additional provision is made where necessary to ensure that they can participate fully and enjoy
these activities.

A risk assessment is carried out prior to any of f-site activity to ensure everyone's health and
safety will not be compromised.

The school uses the expertise of outside agencies, such as the SEND team, to advise on equipment
and accessibility issues as required.

Parents are kept well informed about dll aspects of school life, from whole school events to their
individual children’s progress and development. There are regular messages on WEDUC, and the



school website is frequently updated and has dll statutory information.

Parents are encouraged to come into school if they have any difficulty in accessing information and
we do our best to provide support. WEDUC will dlso translate messages for parents, should this
need arise.

Other resources specific to the needs of individudls are purchased, when necessary, to ensure that
all children have everything they require to meet their needs.

What support will there be for my child's overall well-being?

For children who need more support with their social or emotional development, school staff work
closely with the SENDCo and Learning Mentors to identify the areas of need and a plan is made to
support the child. This could be with strategies for the classroom e.g., visual supports, or
interventions that target the need. The interventions could be with a Teaching Assistant or a
Learning Mentor.

How do you evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young
people with special educational needs?

We have a robust system of reviewing our provision for all the children in our school, including those
with SEND through our tracking and pupil progress meetings. Any interventions are tracked to make
sure their impact is effective.

Your child's progress will be continudlly monitored by his or her class teacher

* At the end of each key stage (i.e., at the end of year 2 and year 6), dll children are required to
be formdlly assessed using Teacher Assessments and Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is
something the government requires all schools to do, and the results are published nationally.

*  Where necessary, chidren will have an ILP, detailing the needs of the child, strategies to
overcome the barriers and targets set by the class teacher, teaching assistant, outside agencies
or SENCo. Progress against these targets will be reviewed regularly, evidence for judgements
assessed and a plan made.

* The progress of children with an EHC Plan will be formally reviewed at least annudlly. This is with
dll adults involved with the child's education.

The SENDCo will also monitor your child's progress.

How do you involve other bodies, including health and social services, local authority
support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of children with SEND
and in supporting their families?7

School has strong links with many different agencies, and we work closely with them to support
children’s needs.

These include:
¢ Educationd Psychologists
» Speech and Language Therapists



¢ A Specidlist Teacher

o CAMHS

* Hedlth care specidlists local GPs and paediatricians, school nurses
¢+ Chidren's social care

¢+ Locadl police and PCSOs
*  Locdl charity groups offering family support

School often takes on the role of Lead Professional and co-ordinates meetings and support for
chidren and families in need. These are called Team around the Family (TAF) meetings, and these
take place once an Early Help Assessment has been completed.

What arrangements do you make in relation to the treatment of complaints from children
and their parents/carers with special educational needs concerning your provision made?

If you have concerns, tadlk to us - contact your child's class teacher about your concerns
inifidlly.  If you feel that you would like to speak to a senior member of staff, ask to arrange an
appointment with Miss Gaskill, our Pupil Premium and Inclusion Manager or our SENDCo, Mrs
Suzanne Shrewsbury. Contact with Mrs Shrewsbury can be made via email:
sendco@staining.lancs.sch.uk

If you are unhappy with provision we offer, and would like to make a complaint, the policy can be
found on the website, or you can request a hard copy from the school of fice.

Where can [ find the contact details of support services for the parents of children with

SEND?

Lancashire SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) is a statutory service which
is run at ‘arm'’s length’ from the Local Authority and provides free, confidential, impartial advice,
guidance and support to parents of chidren with special educational needs and chidren and young

people with SEND.

Other information can be found below:

The Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) - independent advice around education for
parents/carers of children aged 5-16 in state schools in England.

Carers UK - a charity set up to help people who care for family and friends in the UK.

Children's Education Advisory Service (CEAS) provides impartial advice about the education of
service chidren.

The Chidren’s Society in Lancashire - advocacy for young people who are approaching 18 years
and undergoing an assessment to access support from adult services. You can ask your socidl
worker or carer or contact the service on:

* Freephone 0800 0856 324

* Tel 01772759 233
Civil Legal Advice (CLA) - you might be able to get free and confidential advice from CLA as part
of legal aid. This includes advice on education law matters, SEN, discrimination and judicial review
(for example for children not receiving education or unlawful exclusions).



http://www.ace-ed.org.uk/
http://www.carersuk.org/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/childrens-education-advisory-service
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-children/our-programmes/advocacy-services
https://www.gov.uk/civil-legal-advice
https://www.gov.uk/legal-aid

Contact - supports families with disabled children with advice and information to get the right
support. Brings families together to support each other, and helps families to campaign, volunteer,
and fundrdise. In addition, offers face-to-face support, workshops and training in some regions.
Down's Syndrome Association - information, support and advice related to Down's syndrome.
Includes education, hedlth, social care, benefits and housing.

Guide Dogs - early diagnosis family support - information, advice and guidance from the early

stages following diagnosis. Further help can include health and welfare advice, practical and
emotional support and signposting to other organisations and services.

[PSEA - Independent Parental Special Education Advice, a charity that offers legal advice, support
and training to ensure children and young people with SEND access the right education. They dlso
offer tribunal representation.

National Autistic Society - a charity for people with autism (including Asperger syndrome) and their

families. They provide information, support and pioneering services, and campaign for a better world
for people with autism. Includes education, hedlth, socidl care, benefits, housing and transition
support (school to adult life).

National Deaf Children’s Society - information and support for deaf children and young people and
families. They can provide advice and support on a range of issues including benefits, education,
technology, hedlth, socidl care, discrimination and communication. They provide face-to-face
support and tribunal representation.

National Organisation for FASD - for adults with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), parents
and carers, and professiondls supporting those with FASD.

Me and my FASD - a website for children and young people with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
(FASD) packed full of ideas to help sufferers understand and own their diagnosis.

Sense - for deafblind individudls or their family members and supporters. Information and advice on
a range of issues, such as hedlth, socidl care, benefits and education. They dlso of fer support
around communication, your legal rights and entitlements, Sense services and technology.

SOS SEN - A nationdl charity diming to empower parents and carers of children and young people
with SEN and disabilities to access the help they are entitled to, particularly in the education system.
They offer face-to-face support, tribunal representation and parent workshops.
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http://www.contact.org.uk/
https://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/services-we-provide/family-support
http://www.ipsea.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/
https://nationalfasd.org.uk/
https://fasd.me/
https://www.sense.org.uk/get-support/information-and-advice/
http://www.sossen.org.uk/

